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“What’s in a name?” Baseball Goes to Town in 1886
Mark E. Eberle
Baseball has its share of myths and fables. For example, there is the tale of James Butler
“Wild Bill” Hickok being interrupted while playing poker in “Jake Forcade’s gambling
saloon” to umpire a game between the Kansas City (Missouri) Antelopes and the visiting
Atchison (Kansas) Pomeroys in 1866. The story was part of an article published in the Kansas
City Times in 1927, and it has all the makings of a great baseball legend. Unfortunately, the
only truth in the purported event was the Kansas City Antelopes playing baseball in 1866.1
Another unusual story from the long history of baseball involves the St. Louis Browns of
the American Association and a Missouri Pacific railroad line built in Kansas in 1886. As with
the Hickok tale, key details of the 1886 story have strayed from the facts in some retellings,
which were based on unidentified sources. However, improved access to contemporary
newspapers and other digital records makes it possible to better document the truth of what
happened.

St. Louis Browns of the American Association, 1886
From 1882 to 1891, the American Association and the National League were both
considered major leagues. The 1886 season for the St. Louis Browns of the American
Association consisted of 139 games played from April 18 through October 10, and the club
easily claimed first place for the second consecutive year (Table 1). The Browns would also
earn first-place honors in the association in 1887 and 1888.
Table 1.—Final standings in 1886 of the American Association,
a major league in baseball from 1882 to 1891.
Team
St. Louis Browns
Pittsburgh Alleghenys
Brooklyn Grays
Louisville Colonels
Cincinnati Red Stockings
Philadelphia Athletics
New York Metropolitans
Baltimore Orioles

W
93
80
76
66
65
63
53
48

L
46
57
61
70
73
72
82
83

Win ‰
.669
.584
.555
.485
.471
.467
.393
.366

A postseason series was played between the champions of the National League and the
American Association from 1884 to 1890 (the World Series of the modern era between the
National League and American League began in 1903). The National League champions in
1885 and 1886 were the Chicago White Stockings, captained by Adrian “Cap” Anson. The
club is now the Chicago Cubs. A minor league club owned by Charles Comiskey resurrected

the name Chicago White Stockings in 1900 and became a founding member of the American
League in 1901. This would contribute to some of the subsequent confusion associated with
the events in 1886. Meanwhile, the 1885 postseason series between the Browns and White
Stockings ended in a tie—three wins, three losses, and a tie for each club. However, in 1886,
the Browns won the rematch with the White Stockings, four games to two. It was the only
time an American Association club accomplished that feat in the seven years of the series.
The Browns lost the longer postseason series in 1887 and 1888 to the Detroit Wolverines
(who won 10 of 15 games) and New York Giants (who won 6 of 10 games), respectively.
The roster of the Browns in 1886 consisted of 12 principal players (Table 2), and
biographies are available for nine of them.2 The focus here is on two players relevant to the
events that took place in 1886 in Kansas—Albert “Doc” Bushong and Charles Comiskey.
Table 2.—Roster of the principal players and their positions with the
St. Louis Browns baseball club in the American Association in 1886.
Player
Albert “Doc” Bushong
Bob Caruthers
Charles Comiskey
Dave Foutz
Bill Gleason
Nat Hudson
Rudy Kemmler
Walter Arlington “Arlie” Latham
Hugh Nicol
James “Tip” O’Neill
William “Yank” Robinson
Curt Welch

Primary Position
Catcher
Pitcher
First Base / Captain
Pitcher
Shortstop
Pitcher
Catcher
Third Base
Right Field
Left Field
Second Base
Center Field

Throughout baseball’s history, most players honored through the use of their names have
been commemorated with streets, ballparks, and occasionally schools or other buildings,
typically in communities in which the players had some connection.3 In 1886, however, this
honor was extended to the names of entire towns. In addition, these towns were in Kansas,
more than 320 miles west of St. Louis, Missouri, where the ballplayers practiced their trade.
It remains a truly unique honor.

Council Grove, Osage City & Ottawa (Missouri Pacific) Railway, 1886
Railroad construction boomed during the late 1870s and 1880s. Jay Gould, one of
America’s prominent “robber barons” of the late nineteenth century, was among those
engaged in this activity. One of the railroads he purchased was the Missouri Pacific, based in
St. Louis. He sought to expand its footprint in Kansas and nearby states through the addition
of small railroads and the construction of local routes.4 One of the new routes was an east2

west line about 70 miles long from Council Grove in the west through Osage City to Ottawa
in the east. Thus, the line was chartered as the Council Grove, Osage City & Ottawa Railway
Company, which was an auxiliary enterprise of the Missouri Pacific. After obtaining a state
charter, the process of passing local bond issues, surveying the route, and constructing the
railroad was completed within a span of eleven months from January to November 1886.5
A few new towns were established along the rural portion of the railway. These stations
would provide convenient access to the railroad, principally for shipping livestock and other
goods. As shown below on the 1888 map of northern Lyon County, the new towns included
Gleason, Bushong, Allen, Admire, and Miller. Comiskey was immediately west of the county
line in Morris County. The Comiskey post office operated in Morris County from May 1887
to January 1929, except from October 1911 to June 1912, when it moved across the line into
Lyon County (see the map on the inside cover). Emporia, at the bottom of the map below,
was the largest city in the county. It served as the county seat and the site of the Kansas
Normal School. Council Grove was the principal city on the Missouri Pacific to the west in
Morris County, and Osage City was the principal city to the east in Osage County.
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Honoring Players on the St. Louis Browns, 1886
Contemporary newspapers and other documents reported that a total of six new towns
on the Missouri Pacific were named for members of the St. Louis Browns in 1886. On October
23, the St. Louis Globe-Democrat listed five towns named in honor of players and noted the
distances to the west of Ottawa along the Council Grove, Osage City & Ottawa Railway—
Foutz (36.7 miles), Latham (41.3 miles), Admire City (47.5 miles), Bushong (56 miles), and
Comiskey (62.5 miles). Two days later, the Chicago Tribune reported the same list but omitted
Admire City. On November 8, the Detroit Free Press reported four towns—Latham, Foutz,
Caruthers, and Bushong. Four days earlier, the Osage City Free Press, published in the only city
of the four located on the railroad, simply reported, “All stations along the line Council
Grove, Osage City & Ottawa railroad, have been named after the champion base ball players
of St. Louis.”6 None of the lists was entirely correct.
The 1888 maps published by the state for Morris, Lyon, Osage, and Ottawa counties
included only three names of St. Louis Browns’ players—Bushong and Gleason in Lyon
County and Comiskey in Morris County. Of these, only Bushong and Comiskey were
mentioned in local newspapers, and they were the only two towns to have a post office.
Other than the 1888 map for Lyon County, no other mention of Gleason could be found,
which is not surprising. Gleason was less than two miles from Bushong, and two new towns
would be unlikely to both survive so close together in an area with so few people. The 1887
population for Agnes City Township was only 1,161 people in an area of 108 square miles
(10.75 people per square mile). In addition, railroad stations in a rural area would not need
to be so close together. Thus, only Bushong and Comiskey were actually established as
railway stations and towns with the names of St. Louis Browns’ players along the Council
Grove, Osage City & Ottawa Railway.
The names of the other three towns established along the railroad in Lyon County had
local connections. Admire (AD-mire) was named for J.V. Admire, who was the editor of the
Osage City Free Press and a strong promoter of the railroad. Allen was the name of an early
trading station on the Santa Fe Trail, which ran just north of the railroad, and its post office
was relocated to the railroad. Miller was named for a ranch at that location.7
As the town that would become Bushong was being established, two possible names
mentioned were Everest and Weeksburg. Aaron and Frank Everest were directors of the
railway company, and Joseph Weeks was the landowner of the townsite. The tracks running
west from Ottawa reached Weeks’ property in late October. Local residents referred to the
town as Weeks until the railroad named the station Bushong in late November. As noted in
the Emporia Daily Globe, “a new town in this county … has been named Bushong. What’s in a
name?” In early March 1887, there was a rumor that the town’s name would revert back to
Weeks, but later that month, Joseph Weeks sold his farm and his interest in the townsite.8
In July 1887, the St. Louis Globe-Democrat reported the establishment of two new post offices
in Kansas, which would normally be a rather mundane topic for a St. Louis newspaper.
Supt. Harlow, of the Mailing Division of the Post Office, has received notice
that two new post offices have been opened in the recently completed line of
4

railway from Council Grove to Osage City, Kan. The establishment of two
new offices is not in itself a great piece of news, but the fact that the offices
have been named Comiskey and Bushong indicates that the people of Central
Kansas are well posted on base-ball matters, and that they are admirers of two
members of the St. Louis Browns.9
Despite the assumption that residents along the Council Grove, Osage City & Ottawa
Railway were fans of the St. Louis Browns, the town of Bushong failed in its attempt to
organize a ball club—to be named the Thunderbolts—in 1887.10 Nevertheless, the residents
of Bushong and Comiskey lived in towns whose names honored players on the world
champion St. Louis Browns, an honor not accorded to their teammates nor to other
ballplayers. And Bushong and Comiskey were still playing major league baseball, not retired.

Later Confusion about the Team and Players Honored
In addition to inaccurate information in the initial notices about the Missouri Pacific
naming new stations after players on the St. Louis Browns, confusion arose during the early
twentieth century. The later confusion had its roots in Charles Comiskey’s ownership of the
Chicago White Sox in the American League. For example, the monthly magazine published
by the League of Kansas Municipalities included a note in the October 1923 issue about the
town of Bushong being incorporated. It ended with a comment about the origin of the name
but no attribution of the source. “Bushong bears the name of a baseball player who formerly
played with the Chicago White Sox.” A similar statement appeared in the journal Railway
Age in 1930. “Whoever named the stations on the Missouri Pacific, between Council Grove,
Kan., and Hoisington, was evidently a baseball fan. Headed by Comiskey, Kan., each member
of Charles Comiskey’s old-time White Sox team is honored by having a station named after
him.”* The White Sox connection continued in 1949, when sportscaster Bill Stern repeated
it in his book, Bill Stern’s Favorite Baseball Stories. “[I]f you ever take a trip on the Missouri
Pacific railroad you will come across nine train-stops named Miller, Admire, Allen, Bushong,
Comiskey, Rapp, Helmick, Wisley [sic] and Delevan [sic]—the old Chicago White Sox
batting order. A fitting and amazingly permanent memorial to nine once-upon-a-time big
league baseball players!”11
In 1959, Sports Illustrated published an article based on an interview with Lee Allen, the
new historian for the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, New
York. He knew White Sox players were not immortalized in the names of railroad towns.
The curse of Allen’s calling is the phony story accepted as true. One such story,
given rather wide circulation by a sportscaster and printed in at least two
books, had it that years ago a young Chicagoan who later became an official of
the Missouri Pacific Railroad so idolized the White Sox that he named nine
Kansas way stations after his heroes when he grew up. The names of the players
were Admire, Delavan, Helmick, Wilsey, Rapp, Miller, Allen, Bushong and
* Hoisington is about 120 miles west of Council Grove and was not part of the Council Grove, Osage
City & Ottawa route. It was founded in 1886 on another auxiliary route of the Missouri Pacific.
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Comiskey. Allen knew immediately that the story was false. In 1886, the
Missouri Pacific first laid track in the part of Kansas in question, and at the time
Comiskey was with the St. Louis Browns, not the Chicago White Stockings.12
Not everyone mistakenly associated the town names with the White Sox, but other
errors crept into their accounts. In the aftermath of the Chicago “Black Sox” game-fixing
scandal during the 1919 World Series, a longtime resident and baseball promoter in Emporia
sent a telegram to Charles Comiskey. “Citizens of Comiskey, Kan., and baseball fans in
Emporia, represented by O.M. Wilhite, … sent a telegram to Charles Comiskey, owner of the
Chicago White Sox, expressing their sympathy in Comiskey’s financial loss, and
congratulating him on his stand for clean baseball. Comiskey is named for the Chicago
baseball owner.” The newspaper article also mentioned that Comiskey had barnstormed in
Kansas with the St. Louis Browns during the 1880s and played a game in Emporia, which is
not true. The Browns “played with the Emporia team and Comiskey played so brilliantly, the
fans decided to name the little town after him. Later the town of Bushong was named after
one of Comiskey’s teammates.”13 All in all, the story about the 1920 telegram was closer to
the truth than the White Sox stories, though embellishments were added during the three
intervening decades. In reply to the telegram, Comiskey wrote a letter to Wilhite. “Your kind
telegram received and wish that you would convey to all Emporians and Comiskey Kansans,
my sincere appreciation of their thoughtfulness in this matter.”14 There is no evidence
Comiskey ever visited the town named in his honor, but he was certainly aware of it.
However, Comiskey did have another baseball connection to Kansas. His father
disapproved of his interest in the sport. One attempt to diminish that interest was sending
Charles to St. Marys, Kansas (about 40 miles north-northeast of the future town of
Comiskey). Here, in the mid-1870s, he attended St. Mary’s College, established by the Jesuits
in 1848.* His older brother, James, also attended the school and served as the catcher on its
baseball team. Charles, contrary to his father’s wishes, played baseball for the school in 1874
and was mentored by Ted Sullivan. Sullivan continued to aid Comiskey during his baseball
career, and the two remained lifelong friends. James Comiskey returned to live in St. Marys
in 1882 and occasionally played for the town team. In 1886, James captained the St. Marys
Browns while Charles captained the St. Louis Browns.15
Another instance in which the Browns were correctly associated with the names of the
towns, while the names listed were almost entirely wrong occurred in 1929. In a
syndicated newspaper column written by Al Demaree, a former major league pitcher, he
credited his friend, Harry Alm, with an account of how the names of St. Louis Browns
players had been “perpetuated” through the names of new towns along the Missouri
Pacific across Kansas in 1886. Harry had even visited Comiskey, Kansas, “population of
about 50 people, none of them knowing the origin of the name of the town.” However, the
names of the other towns that honored players were incorrectly reported as Boyd,
Brownell, Bushton, Carlton, Crawford, Falun, Healy, Langley, McCracken, Shields,
Smolen, Swayne, “and the rest of that immortal gang.” No mention of Bushong.16
* The name of the town St. Marys has no apostrophe, but St. Mary’s College does.
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Accurately Portraying the Legacy
In 1960, a summary of place names in Kansas was published by the English department
at what is now Emporia State University (formerly the Kansas Normal School). It included
an entry for Bushong, but not Comiskey, which no longer existed. “Doc Bushong was a player
for the champion St. Louis Browns in 1886. The town was named for him, probably by some
local baseball enthusiasts.”17 Several other publications of recent years correctly associate the
connection that the towns of Bushong and Comiskey have with Doc Bushong, Charles
Comiskey, and the St. Louis Browns.18 This essay supports those recent accounts by
documenting historical sources and offering additional details.
Although two of the world champion St. Louis Browns were honored at the end of the
1886 season, the club would fall on the wrong side of history in 1887. In September, eight of
the players signed a letter delivered to the club’s owner, Chris Von der Ahe, as he ate dinner
at a Philadelphia hotel. The letter stated their refusal to play an exhibition game the next day
against a prominent Black ball club, the Cuban Giants. The letter was reprinted on the front
page of the Philadelphia Times under the
headline, “Color Line in Base Ball.” There
were immediate attempts to refute any
intention of drawing the color line. The
statement in the letter about “the shape
the team is in at present” referred to
injuries suffered by some of the players.
For example, Bushong was preparing to
return from a hand injury, and Comiskey had just broken his thumb, which would keep him
out of the lineup. It was also pointed out that the Browns had played the Cuban Giants in
Trenton, New Jersey in May 1886 (the Browns won, 9–6). However, the opening sentences
of the letter were damning. The players who signed the letter did “not agree to play against
negroes to-morrow,” but they would “cheerfully play against white people at any time.” It
was reported that the leaders of the revolt “had considerable trouble in securing the
signatures of some of the men.” Bushong and Comiskey were among those who did not sign
the letter.19
The letter followed two similar events earlier that summer. The International
Association, a high-level minor league in which some of the teams were integrated, barred
the signing of any Black ballplayers not already under contract. As this was taking place,
Cap Anson refused to allow his Chicago White Stockings to play the integrated Newark
Little Giants of the International Association, if the Black battery of George Stovey and
Moses Fleetwood Walker took the field for Newark. Along with the letter from the players
on the St. Louis Browns, these events made 1887 a watershed year in the segregation of
major league and minor league baseball that would last until Jackie Robinson broke the
color line when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers organization in 1946–1947.20
With regard to the events of 1886, the evidence supports the naming of only two Kansas
towns to honor members of the St. Louis Browns. Unfortunately, nothing remains of
Comiskey, which was orphaned following a 1929 decision to realign the railroad.21 The site
7

of the town is on private property. Although the town of Bushong is much reduced in
population (only 27 residents in 2020), this community with a unique name can be visited
along the old railroad bed, which is now operated by the Kansas Department of Wildlife and
Parks as Flint Hills Trail State Park, a hike, bike, and horse trail (the trail route is shown
below). Bushong is the site of a trailhead, so it can also be visited by people driving through
the area. For those with an interest in baseball, Bushong is a notable historic site for the sport
as a tangible connection to a unique event, when two towns were named for active major
league players.
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You can learn more about the early history of
baseball in Kansas in the book Kansas Baseball,
1858–1941, published in 2017 by the University
Press of Kansas and available in paperback or ebook through bookstores and online retailers.
The book explores the early game played by
hundreds of town teams composed of white
males, as well as teams of women, African
Americans, American Indians, and Mexican
Americans. Also described are the regional
minor leagues and major league tours, along
with the histories of nine towns that were still
playing baseball in the state’s oldest ballparks
constructed between 1924 and 1940.

